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OVERVIEW 

The Italia Conti Academy of Theatre Arts school is committed to providing a curriculum that 
recognises the individual needs and aspirations of learners through a training process 
designed to nurture confidence, self-esteem, the acknowledgement of personal strength and 
the true fulfilment of technical and artistic potential.  

The very nature of the school is creative and Italia Conti specialises in developing 
outstanding performance and creative skills alongside a robust academic education within its 
curriculum design and delivery.   

We believe that all pupils are entitled to an education that will enable them to develop their 
full potential, be that intellectual, physical, aesthetic, creative, emotional, spiritual or social; 
finding appropriate challenge in the learning environment. 

We recognise that pupils have individual needs and put personalised learning at the heart of 
our learning and teaching. The school is committed to providing an equality of challenge for 
all pupils and an inspiring education for life. 
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PURPOSE 

This policy is set out to ensure that the Italia Conti Academy of Theatre Arts has a clear 
vision in regard to the quality of its curriculum in practice.  

AIMS 

Values: 

1. Vision, values, culture and ethos are shared by the whole School community. 
2. Upholds the British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect 

and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. 
3. Pupils are happy, secure, confident and valued for their individuality. 
4. Students develop spiritual and moral values, self-discipline, responsibility, resilience and 

respect for themselves, others and the environment, paying particular regard to the protected 
characteristics set out in the 2010 Equality Act.   

5. Staff are energetic, passionate about their subject and committed to the value of an all-round 
education. 

6. A positive and inclusive relationship is nurtured with parents, alumni, and the wider 
community. 

7. The school at all times holds true to the promotion of its core ethos and values. 
8. The school community supports and enhances pupils in-depth understanding of their 

individual and collective journey through the performing arts. 
9. Takes into account the ages, aptitudes and needs of all pupils, including pupils with an EHC 

plan. 

Learning: 

1. Pupils achieve their academic potential through outstanding teaching which is forward-
looking, encourages independent thinking and lays the foundations for lifelong learning. 

2. Pupils achieve their creative potential through outstanding vocational practice which 
enhances their learning journey through the arts both professionally and personally. 

3. Staff continue to develop in their roles through high quality support, guidance and on-going 
training in terms of pedagogy and professional development. 

4. We aspire to provide first-rate facilities and an inspirational learning environment support the 
philosophy and aims of the School. 

5. Regular and robust self-evaluation and collective review ensures that the whole school is a 
learning organisation. 

Interests: 

1. The curriculum is broad and balanced, offering rich and varied opportunities for the 
development of academic interest and intellectual curiosity. 

2. The school actively encourages and promotes a wider understanding of the performing arts 
through personal and collective activities such as competitions, trips, performance 
opportunities. 

3. The academic and vocational curriculum offers a wide range of enriching, enjoyable and 
challenging activities, which stimulate and develop the interests of each pupil, and promote a 
healthy lifestyle. 
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In doing so, Italia Conti continues to be recognised as one of the country's finest performing 
arts schools. 

 

CURRICULUM 

The Italia Conti Academy of Theatre Arts school is committed to providing a rigorous 
vocational, academic and intellectual education which will challenge and engage pupils, offer 
continuity and progression of learning to foster a life-long love of learning for its own sake 
and provide them with a secure foundation on which to continue to learn and into the careers 
of their choice. 

All pupils of compulsory school age receive a full-time supervised education. This education 
is intended to give pupils experience in vocational, linguistic, mathematical, scientific, 
technological, human and social, physical and aesthetic and creative aspects of the 
curriculum. 

The core curriculum of subjects provides the opportunity for pupils to acquire skills in 
speaking and listening, literacy and numeracy. These are further developed in their other 
subjects. Pupils are taught 40 periods per week (40-minute periods for academic subjects 
and 80minutes for vocational subjects). 

All pupils study a core curriculum of Mathematics, English, Science, History, Art, RE and 
Spanish from Year 7. Quite deliberately, the school chooses to maintain a broad academic 
curriculum to support pupil progression to GCSE level.  There are no predetermined "Option 
Bands" as our pupils join the school with a clear vocational pathway. Pupils work with an 
enhanced understanding of the complexities and demands of the performing arts profession 
and the expectations that are intrinsic in the design and delivery of the curriculum. The 
School however, will consider the potential viability of delivering other courses where there is 
sufficient demand. 

All curriculum subject matter is appropriate for the age and aptitudes of the pupils in each 
school year, including any pupils with a statement of special needs/ disability whose needs 
are reviewed annually. Our curriculum provision enables all pupils to have the opportunity to 
learn and make progress including those with educational special needs. Every opportunity, 
for all pupils, is provided to enable pupils to develop their speaking, listening, Literacy and 
Numeracy skills, as set out in the schemes of work for each curriculum area. 

The curriculum provides for the teaching of Personal, Social, Health, Economic Education 
(PSHE) which is taught to class groups as a timetabled discrete subject. Provision is also 
made for Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Education. All pupils are prepared for the 
opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life in society today, in line with the 
academy’s Promoting British values policy, and reflecting the Italia Conti ethos of developing 
pupils’ self-confidence, self-esteem, the acknowledgement of personal strength and the true 
fulfilment of technical and artistic potential.  
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SCHOOL PROCEDURE 

In Years 7 and 8, all pupils receive a broad introductory curriculum which gives them 
experience in all of the aspects outlined above. In addition to Mathematics, English, Science 
and Spanish they study History, Religious Studies and Art. Pupils also study PHSE, which 
includes modules in citizenship, careers education, healthy living and study skills, and have 
one tutorial lesson per week. 

As a specialist performing arts school, pupils are also provided with a rich vocational 
curriculum. Pupils have vocational lessons every day, including classes in Singing, Acting, 
Musical Theatre, Ballet, Tap, Modern, Jazz Technique, Commercial Dance. External exams 
in LAMDA qualifications are also taken. 

Year 9 
In Year 9, all pupils continue to study the core curriculum of English, Mathematics, Science, 
History, Religious Studies, Spanish and Art.  Science is taught as a double subject. 
Personal, Social and Health education (PSHE) topics are also covered through themes in 
assembly and tutor time. 

Pupils continue to study Singing, Musical Theatre, Acting, Ballet, Tap, Modern, Jazz, 
Commercial Dance, Jazz Techniques and Contemporary Dance and LAMDA qualifications 
as part of the vocational curriculum. Vocational skills development is further enhanced by the 
introduction of GCSE Drama.  

Year 10 and 11 
In Year 10 and 11, all pupils study the core GCSE curriculum, which comprises of English 
Language and Literature, Mathematics, Combined Science Trilogy along with Spanish, 
History, Art, Drama and Dance.  Pupils study Science as a double award subject 
(encompassing Physics, Chemistry and Biology). A Curriculum booklet is provided to help 
pupils and their parents to prepare for Year 10 and 11. GCSE Drama is currently assessed 
in Year 10, following a year of intensive study. GCSE examinations are taken in all academic 
subjects. For some pupils, the opportunity to sit GCSE examinations in their native language 
may be an option. 

The school day is extended to support the demands of the GCSE study as well as 
development in the vocational curriculum, including musical theatre and audition preparation, 
allowing for a more advanced standard in preparation for pupils’ transition to full time 
professional training. 

 

English as an Addit ional Language 

Pupils whose first language is not English are assessed prior to entry into Italia Conti and 
again upon arrival during their induction programme to assess their English language 
capabilities and needs. Extra support is provided through timetabled EAL (English as an 
Additional Language) lessons. These lessons aim to develop the pupil’s English language 
skills and communicative ability and to build the students confidence to succeed in an 
English-speaking environment. 
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Learning Diff icult ies and Disabil i t ies, Special Educational Needs and 
Gifted and Talented 

At Italia Conti we monitor and screen new pupils for learning difficulties and disabilities 
during the first half term after their entry to the school, as well as acting upon any information 
passed on by the pupil's previous school. The screening tests highlight those pupils who are 
gifted and those who have specific learning difficulties. 

Pupils who have been assessed as having a learning difficulty and/or disability or those with 
specific Special Educational Needs have their needs considered individually by the learning 
specialist. The provision for a pupil with a learning difficulty depends on a pupil's need 
having been formally diagnosed; and may include such help as group support within the 
classroom. Teaching staff are well informed, have up to date knowledge of effective learning 
and teaching strategies and are skilled at teaching pupils with learning difficulties and/or 
disabilities and those with particular special educational needs. 

All pupils are recognised as gifted in respect of their vocational ability.  Academically gifted 
children are provided with opportunities to extend their knowledge in extension work in the 
classroom or small group activities. There is also a plethora of activities that stretch and 
challenge, together with enrichment classes for Year 10 and 11. 

 

CAREERS 
Careers guidance is supported by the Further Education team, through careers activities and 
events, including visits individual guidance and support. It is also supported through the 
Careers modules in the PSHE curriculum. The “Onward Journey” scheme is a workshop 
session which actively ensures that pupils are fully prepared for continued training post-16. 
Careers guidance information is made available to all pupils at different stage of their journey 
through the school. Italia Conti also provides support and advice on progression routes and 
options, as well as facilitating additional visits to theatre schools and 6th Form Colleges, and 
visits from outside agencies, speakers and advisers.  

PRIVATE STUDY 

Italia Conti promotes private study and there are computer facilities on the third and sixth 
floor. In some cases, the Head Teacher may insist that a pupil attends Supervised Private 
Study to support GCSE coursework. Support for GCSE examinations is provided through 
Academic booster weeks and timetabled revision sessions within study leave. If required, a 
full programme of GCSE interventions may be put in place to support any identified 
underachievers.  

ACADEMIC ETHOS 
The majority of pupils at Italia Conti will obtain ten GCSEs along with a range of vocational 
awards. There is a considerable emphasis placed on tenacity and persistence in achieving 
the best academic outcome, in line with vocational success. It is equally important that as 
much attention is given to those who find academic work challenging as to the high-fliers. 
Members of staff are expected to monitor academic performance closely and take 
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appropriate action promptly in the case of those pupils who are struggling to access the 
curriculum. All pupils are expected to give of their best and to be encouraged to develop their 
natural talents to the full. Modest results for pupils who may find academic work challenging 
are as worthy of recognition as are outstanding results for another who may be naturally 
gifted.   

CURRICULUM BOOKLETS 
These booklets set out the key information necessary to prepare and encourage 
independent learning. They can be accessed and downloaded from the main curriculum 
section of the School website. 

 

LINKS TO OTHER POLICIES 

• Careers	policy	

• SEND	policy	

• PSHE	policy	

• Promoting	British	Values	Policy	

• Marking	policy	

• Literacy	Policy		
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Appendix	A:	Italia	Conti	Literacy	Policy		

Speaking 
 

What	are	our	aims	for	our	pupils?	To	be	able	to…	

• express	and	clarify	ideas	and	explain	their	thinking	

• use	varied	and	specialised	vocabulary	

• speak	for	a	range	of	purposes:	narration,	
analysis,	explanation,	description,	information	
etc.	

• adapt	speech	for	paired	and	group	discussions	
and	larger	audiences,	with	confidence	

	

Useful	strategies	

• ‘Think,	pair,	share’		

• Vocabulary	lists	and	glossaries	

• Use	of	Vocabulary	cards	and	Key	Words	to	

prompt	discussion.	

• Hot	seating:	One	child	is	questioned	in	role	of	
‘expert’	

• ‘Say	it	in	reverse’	–	good	for	checking	

understanding	of	processes	

• Student PowerPoint and presentations. 

Listening 
 
What	are	our	aims	for	our	pupils?	To	be	able	to…	

• listen	for	comprehension	
• pick	out	key	words	and	technical	terms	
• identify	the	register	of	language	used	and	the	

main	points	being	made	
• recognise	cues	to	speak,	and	respond	sensitively	and	

appropriately	
	
	

	
Useful	strategies	

• ‘Pay	attention,	Pause,	Paraphrase’		
• Video	clips	used	with	Qs	or	What/How/Why	grids	
• Discreet	thumbs	up	on	the	table	–	have	they	

understood?	
• Pupils	taking	on	the	role	of	chair	or	scribe	
• Pupils	creating	questions	during	listening	
• Numbered turn-taking – to ensure participation 

Reading 
	
What	are	our	aims	for	our	pupils?	To	be	able	to…	

• read	fluently,	accurately	and	with	understanding	
• use	techniques	such	as	skimming,	scanning,	

and	text	marking	to	aid	their	approach	to	a	
text	

• locate,	select	and	synthesize	information	
from	a	wide	range	of	sources	including	
print,	media	and	ICT	

• read	critically,	with	an	awareness	of	
style,	register	and	authority	

	
	
	
	
Useful	strategies	

• Activities	related	to	texts	

• Mind	maps,	highlighting,	SQ3R	(Survey,	
Question,	Read,	Recall,	Review)	

• Establishing	key	vocabulary,	especially	with	EAL	
pupils	

• Illustrating	from	a	text	–	using	description	to	
create	diagrams	/	images	

• Sharing	reading	experiences	
 

Writing 
	
What	are	our	aims	for	our	pupils?	To	be	able	to…	

• Communicate	meaning	with	an	effective	style,	
structuring	sentences	grammatically	and	whole	
texts	coherently	

• present	writing	clearly,	using	correct	spelling,	
accurate	punctuation	and	legible	handwriting	

• command	a	wide-ranging	and	technical	
vocabulary	

• write	in	a	widening	variety	of	forms	for	
different	purposes	and	audiences	e.g.	to	
interpret,	evaluate,	explain,	analyse	and	explore	

• use	word	processing,	presentation	and	other	
ICT	conventions	correctly	

	
	
Useful	strategies	

• Topic	sentences	
• PEE	and	writing	frames	
• Free	writing	
• Displays	listing	key	subject	words	and	

connectives	
• Consistent	marking	for	SPAG	

 


